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OBI Forbieipation im the African Roundteble Program

Your continuing Interest in the program of the Africe Roundtabie
and the participation of OBI 1n this activity, prompts this memorandum.
The Roundiable was formed in 1957, being initially suggested by Mr,

of ORR me a means of yrovidiang & forum for the
vieus of vorking level snalysts. Dr. Otto Guthe, AD/ORR, gave the
Foundtable en informsl mendate, but initially limited participation
to CIA personnel. Iater » B8 the activity succeeded, participsetion
was opened to selected members of the inveiligence community,
srineipally in the Department of Stete and the Depsrtment of Defense.
In mid-1361, wes charged with: the responsibility of
rrogrem planning end soon thereafter beceme chairman of the Africa
Roundtable. Upon his transfer te OBI/R/ME in Jamumry 1fc

Chief Geographic frem ORR, recuested to 25X1A
to continue his term s chalrman of the group and

To date during the 1301-62 flscsl year the Roundtable has
convened four times. Topies discussed were as follows: Aruis Contrd
and Africa, the Clorence Randall Mission to Ghens, Communism in
Africa, and Portuguese Mrien. Toe uii?ications of the speakers
in 1301-52 have been such as to ritrect fevoratie coment from
many menvers of the intelligence ecommunity. The Chsirwnn now is
forced to limit instead of solicit attendence. OBI/R/AF has been
represented at all sessions of the Roundtable durdng 17061-62, aud,
in faet, Dr. Guthe angd have expressed positive intevest
in extending invitetion: Lo OBI/R. ‘ '

' In July 1962_ will finich his term as Chalmman end
phase completely out of affairs African. Hig experiences to date,
however, dictate the following recomendations. OBI, with its large
component engeged in intelligence research on &frice, should eagege
in progrem planning as purt of sn iaterdepartmental group consisting
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of o member of the Ikjortment of State, Department of Defense s and
. Four nembers of CIA, one from: ORE (Geourauhic Area), ONE, DD/P, and
. OBI/R. After this experience OBI should be sbie to ehairman the
25X1A Feundteble by i307-64. I 1« informed me that ORR hss
eroush money o carry on an expanded program involving spearers Drom
non-governmental sources. If, however, ORR is nob sbie to solely
- support sueh & progrem, OBI might consider sherin: cari of the coot.
The é::rs.ca Roundtable thrives whes i1ts presents good rograms, and
OBL should essociate itseif as closely as possibie with this sebivity.
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